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Week Ending Friday, August 17, 1990 


Excerpts of a Statement by Press 
Secretary Fitzwater on the Persian Gulf 
Crisis 

August 11, 1990 


President Bush called President Mubarak 
of Egypt at 5:45 a.m. this morning to con- 
gratulate him on the successful outcome of 
the Arab League meeting. President Bush 
praised President Mubarak’s constructive 
role in securing passage of the resolution to 
send Arab troops to participate in a multi- 
national force. The President said the Arab 
League action was very favorable and gives 
us significant optimism for the future of the 
mission. 

President Bush this morning also tele- 
phoned Amir ‘Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa of 
Bahrain to thank him for his efforts on 
behalf of the resolution and to discuss the 
situation generally. President Bush plans to 
call Amir Khalifa bin Hamad Al Thani of 
Qatar. 

The United States welcomes the partici- 
pation of forces from so many countries in 
our joint efforts to fight the aggression of 
Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq]. Mili- 
tary participation by Canada, Australia, 
West Germany, France, Belgium, and the 
United Kingdom signal a high degree of 
unity. We expect others to join this group as 
well. The NATO pledge of support was also 
important with so many individual coun- 
tries bringing their resources to bear on the 
situation. 

We are pleased to confirm that 11 Ameri- 
cans, including Penelope Nabokov, have 
been able to leave Iraq and cross the 
border into Jordan. We do not have details 
on their departure, but it is encouraging 
that this group has been able to join other 
Americans in leaving Iraq and Kuwait. Our 
Embassy is in contact almost hourly with 
Iraqi officials concerning the safety of U.S. 
citizens. 

There are news reports this morning in 
three different publications showing three 
different levels of eventual troop strength 


in Saudi Arabia. We will not comment on 
these stories nor provide any numbers on 
troop strength for obvious national security 
reasons. Similarly, we will have no com- 
ment on the stories today about a possible 
blockade. We have said in the past that 
planning for a blockade is underway, should 
it be necessary. 

Right now the United Nations sanctions 
are being widely implemented, and there is 
no Iraqi oil leaving Turkey or Saudi Arabia. 
The embargo appears to be having a con- 
siderable effect. We are pleased that Ven- 
ezuela, Iran, and other countries have indi- 
cated ability to make up for oil shortfalls. 
Fortunately, oil stocks in the United States 
are quite high, and the surge capacity 
around the world is also high. America is in 
a very positive situation in terms of its abili- 
ty to withstand existing oil disruptions. 


Note: The statement referred to Penelope 
Nabokov, a 10-year-old girl from Albany, 
CA, who was taken into custody by Iraqi 
troops on August 2, when her commercial 
air flight was grounded in Kuwait City 
during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Material from the statement that per- 
tained to the President’s stay at his home in 
Kennebunkport, ME, has been included in 
the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters on the Persian Gulf Crisis 


August 11, 1990 


The President. Well, let me just say that 
we've had a very good briefing, update, 
from the Secretary of State. I thanked him 
for the success of his diplomatic mission, a 
very important trip to our good friend 
President Ozal of Turkey. And Jim filled 
me in on the details of the Turkish leg. And 
then, of course, I’m so pleased that the 
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NATO alliance is together and that we’re in 
accord on how to look at the problems in 
the Middle East; and I think every single 
member of NATO is in accord with our 
economic plan. And so, it was a good trip, 
and I’m very grateful to Secretary Baker, 
just on the heels of this long swing, to come 
back up here and brief us. 

I filled him in on four phone calls I had 
today: President Mubarak [of Egypt], King 
Fahd [of Saudi Arabia], and then two other 
countries. And I think things are moving in 
the right direction, and we’re pleased so far 
with the solidarity, cohesiveness of the eco- 
nomic actions that have been taken. 

So, Pll be glad to take one or two ques- 
tions. And then I know the Secretary 
would, too. Yes? 

Q. Mr. President, did President Mubarak 
say that Egyptian troops would stand shoul- 
der to shoulder with American troops in 
Saudi Arabia? 

The President. Well, he—did who say 
that? 

Q. Did President Mubarak tell you Egyp- 
tian troops will be on the ground next to 
ours in Saudi Arabia? 

The President. Well, he made clear that 
they’re willing to do their share and, yes, 
that they will be there. 

Q. When will they be there? 

The President. 1 don’t have the exact 
time on that. But they will do their share, 
and so will other Arab countries. And I 
think we’ve been saying all along, or indi- 
cating all along, that, indeed, this would be 
a multilateral force and it would be a multi- 
lateral force with some Arab components. 
And that’s exactly the way it’s working out, 
and I think that sends a very good signal. 

Q. Mr. President, did you—or can you tell 
us, please, the state of play on the thinking 
of an international naval quarantine of Iraq 
at this time? 

The President. The good news is that no 
shipping from Iraq is coming through the 
Strait of Hormuz. And we are in consulta- 
tion—active consultation—with other 
powers who have naval vessels there or un- 
derway to be sure that no oil goes out. But 
we aren’t prepared to announce anything 
more than that. But I think, in terms of the 
world market and in terms of the effective- 
ness of the sanctions, I can tell you that, 
with the exception of one small tanker, I 


1240 


believe it was, no vessels from Iraq or Ku- 
waiti ports are trying to get out of there 
with cargo, with oil cargo. 

Q. Sir, if I may follow up: Haven’t you 
made the decision in principle anyway to 
impose this kind of quarantine? 

The President. ve made the decision in 
principle—and I think most other leaders 
have—that the sanctions will be fully en- 
forced and that exports from Iraq will not 
get into the market. 

Q. Let me ask you, at this point, with all 
of the diplomatic efforts that you’ve con- 
structed, what exactly is your strategy now? 
If not simply just patience—is that it? 

The President. No. Well, the goal is to get 
Iraq out, obviously, of Kuwait and have the 
legitimate rulers return. That is the goal. 
And the strategy is to use economic sanc- 
tions, fully effective, to see that that hap- 
pens. And there’s another part of our strate- 
gy, and that is to show a willingness on the 
part of the United States and other coun- 
tries to tell Saddam Hussein [President of 
Iraq] that aggression will not be successful 
and that friends will be protected. 

Q. Is it part of your thinking, sir, that 
with all of these sanctions in place and the 
effective encirclement that you have going, 
that there will be forces inside Iraq who 
will rise up against Hussein? 

The President. That sometimes happens 
when leaders get so out of touch with reali- 
ty that they commit their country to outra- 
geous acts. That does happen. And I know 
that some countries around the world are 
hoping that that will happen in this situa- 
tion. But we'll wait and see. 

Q. Is the United States one of them? 

The President. My feeling is that what- 
ever it takes to have our objectives met is 
what should take place. 

Q. Mr. President, who is in command of 
the mulitinational force that is on the 
ground in Saudi Arabia now? And who will 
take the lead—— 

The President. Well, General Schwarz- 
kopf is in command of the United States 
forces, and then arrangements are being 
worked out as these other countries send 
components to have a more detailed struc- 
ture. And clearly, we’re in Saudi Arabia at 
the invitation of the King. The Saudis have 
forces on the ground, so we will be very 
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sensitive to the requirements of the Saudi 
Government. 

Q. But is it the Saudis who are actually in 
control of —— 

The President. Well, as I say, the arrange- 
ments—I don’t believe—you could ask Gen- 
eral Scowcroft—— 

General Scowcroft. Still working on it. 

The President. Still being worked out. 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday you said that 
maybe, just maybe, somebody could talk 
some sense into Saddam so he'll retreat and 
back off. But you said you weren’t optimis- 
tic. Following the events of the past 24 
hours with the Arab League and whatnot, 
are you any more optimistic that—— 

The President. Well, I don’t know about 
being optimistic or pessimistic, but I must 
say that the forthright position taken by the 
Arab summit is very, very positive, and it 
must make Saddam Hussein realize how iso- 
lated he is in terms of world opinion. There 
have been many manifestations of that 
before the Arab summit; but now with the 
Arab countries weighing in, in spite of Sad- 
dam’s outrageous rhetoric and outrageous 
military action against Kuwait, I’d say that’s 
very promising. 

Q. Mr. President, you just said a moment 
ago you supported doing whatever it takes 
to meet your objective. Does that include 
overthrowing Saddam Hussein? 

President. Yl just leave it sit out 
there, and everybody can figure it out. And 
they can see the mobilization of forces and 
they can see the determination on the part 
of the whole world to make these economic 
sanctions be successful. 

Q. Mr. President, can you give us any 
optimistic report on efforts to get out non- 
diplomatic citizens who are trapped there? 

The President. Well, 1 might ask Secre- 
tary Baker to comment on that. But some 
Americans have come out today. But, Jim, 
can you add anything to that? 

Secretary Baker. Simply repeat what I 
said yesterday in Brussels, and that is that 
we are still discussing this matter with rep- 
resentatives of the Government of Iraq. 
We’re hopeful that we’ll be able to resolve 
the situation, because it does, after all, run 
against all international norms—the fact 
that American citizens and other foreign 
nationals as well are not permitted to leave 
Iraq or to leave Kuwait. 


Q. Why do you not believe this consti- 
tutes a hostage situation, since they are, in 
fact, detained there? 

Secretary Baker. Well, nothing has been 
demanded or asked in connection with per- 
mitting them to leave the country, for one 
thing. And we think it would be a mistake 
to characterize it as a hostage situation and 
to use a word like that since we are in 
discussion with respect to the matter. And 
as far as we know, no American citizens 
have as yet been mistreated. 

Q. Will you keep the Kuwaiti Embassy 
open, Mr. Secretary, unless the Iraqis force 
it closed? Is that what it would take to close 
the Embassy in Kuwait City? 

Secretary Baker. That’s a matter that, 
frankly, we are discussing today; and we 
will continue to discuss it. The European 
Community, the ASEAN [Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations] nations, and others 
have all told Iraq that they are going to 
maintain their Embassies because they do 
not want to give credence to the suggestion 
that Iraq has somehow annexed Kuwait. I 
think it’s important to remember that not 
only do we have these loyal government 
officials there, but we have 3,800 American 
citizens in Kuwait as well. 

Q. Mr. President, there are now reports 
there may be as many as a quarter million 
American troops going to Saudi Arabia—— 

The President. Again, I’m not prepared to 
comment on troop numbers. I’ve tried to 
make that clear. I believe that [Secretary of 
Defense] Cheney and Powell [Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff] have taken that 
same position, and as long as forces are 
moving, we’re just going to leave it there. 

Q. But, sir, is a quarter million out of the 
realm of possibility? 

The President. You must have misunder- 
stood me. I said I’m not going to comment. 

Q. Mr. President, did you talk to King 
Hussein [of Jordan]? 

Q. Mr. President, on the subject of—why 
don’t you go over there. I'll come back. 

The President. Okay. No, I did not speak 
to King Hussein. The two other Arab lead- 
ers that I talked to today were the rulers of 
Qatar and Bahrain [Amir Khalifa bin 
Hamad Al Thani and Amir ‘Isa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa, respectively]. 
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Q. There seems to be some concern that 
Jordan is something of a back door for Iraq, 
both in terms of being able to provide a 
supply line and also perhaps further mili- 
tary exercises. What are you saying or 
trying to do to convince Hussein that he 
should perhaps go along with the rest of his 
Arab neighbors? 

The President. Well, you know, it was in- 
teresting at the Arab summit that Jordan 
did not vote against the resolution. I believe 
they abstained. But in any event, they were 
not against. We all recognize the difficult 
position that King Hussein is in; there’s no 
question to that. And in my view, he has 
been a friend of the United States for a long 
time, and I'd like to see that friendship be 
reinstated or be reinvigorated in the future. 
He’s in a difficult position, and I was 
pleased that he did not vote against that 
resolution yesterday. But let’s face it, we 
have had some differences with Jordan over 
what initially appeared to be a little bit of a 
strong backing for Saddam Hussein. 

So, we respect the territorial integrity of 
Jordan. We respect its sovereignty. And I 
will not—not inclined to go into hypotheti- 
cal situations as what might happen to 
Jordan. But it is a relationship that Presi- 
dents for years have valued; and it’s one 
that I hope we can restore, through a lot of 
contact, to its vitality in the future. I think I 
spoke quite candidly the other day when I 
said there was a certain disappointment 
factor there. But now, with what the King 
was able to do yesterday, perhaps we can 
find ways to move forward—and would like 
to do that when all of this calms down. 

Q. What’s your next step, Mr. President, 
now? 

The President. My next step is to stay in 
touch with the situation over there and to 
implement the plan that is already in effect. 
And that is to do what we can to guarantee 
the total effectiveness of the chapter VII 
sanctions and then take further steps—that 
I’m not prepared to discuss in detail—that 
will guarantee the integrity of Saudi Arabia 
for openers and, by being there, offer some 
moral support at least for countries in the 
area who could be threatened in the future 
from this Saddam Hussein. 

Q. Mr. President, some said yesterday’s 
Arab summit effectively exhausted the dip- 
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lomatic solution. Do you feel that as well? Is 
the next step military? 

The President. No, | think we’ve still got 
plenty of diplomacy ahead of us with lots of 
countries and in lots of different avenues. 
So, I wouldn’t say that. 

Q. How do you get to Saddam Hussein? 
He’s not listening to anybody, it would 
seem, right 

The President. Well, we have these eco- 
nomic sanctions. They haven’t been in 
effect very long. Already, as I’ve indicated, 
there are some signs that they are going to 
have an effect; and we'll just have to wait 
and see. These kinds of actions cannot be 
judged 48 hours after they’re put into 
place—or 72 or whatever. I think we’ve just 
got to wait and see how all of this develops. 

But I think he does see today more clear- 
ly than he saw yesterday at this time that 
the world is united against him. And by 
that I mean the action of the Arab summit 
was very, very important in this regard. So, 
these things are happening as we go along 
now—different countries taking strong posi- 
tions. And so, I’d say there’s still room for 
more diplomacy, but we'll just have to wait 
and see whether it makes an impact on 
him. 

Q. Mr. President, would you like to see a 
United Nations military force? And can you 
tell us specifically what other countries you 
expect to put troops on the ground in Saudi 
Arabia? 

The President. No, I can’t tell you what 
others. But I think you'll see others and—I 
know you'll see others. And I cannot pre- 
maturely say who they will be. And in 
terms of the United Nations, I think the* 
there could be a role in the naval side for 
some U.N. role. But I don’t think that our 
plans are contingent upon a U.N. flag flying 
over the effort, as was the case in Korea, for 
example. 

Q. How critical is it that there be other 
troops besides Americans? So that this does 
not look just like an American effort? 

The President. Well, they are there, and 
that’s very important. 

Q. Mr. President, is the United States pre- 
pared in any way to support the overthrow 
of Saddam? 

The President. No, we’re not prepared to 
support the overthrow. But I hope that 
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these actions that have been taken result in 
an Iraq that is prepared to live peacefully in 
the community of nations. And if that 
means Saddam Hussein changes his spots, so 
be it. And if he doesn’t, I hope the Iraqi 
people do something about it so that their 
leader will live by the norms of internation- 
al behavior that will be acceptable to other 
nations. 

This is the last one. 

Q. Mr. President, we all noticed yester- 
day that you didn’t want to use the word 
“blockade.” Is that because, in your own 
mind right now, you consider that the chap- 
ter VII sanctions enable you legally to stop 
an Iraqi ship at sea? 

The President. 1 think we have the au- 
thority to stop a ship at sea under chapter 
VII. There may be some difference of opin- 
ion on that. But there’s no use using words 
that may have different connotations in dif- 
ferent countries, and this one does in terms 
of legality. And so, why do that? What we 
want to do is see that no oil comes out 
through the Strait of Hormuz. And if it re- 
quires naval vessels to see that that hap- 
pens, fine. But I just am not one who flam- 
boyantly believes in throwing a lot of words 
around. I’m more interested in action. And 
so far I’ve been very pleased that the Iraqis 
recognize that the export of oil is almost an 
impossibility now. But we’ve got some more 
diplomacy to make sure that it’s a total im- 
possibility. 

Thank you all very much. I’m glad it’s 
cleared up. 

Q. Have the oil companies stopped goug- 
ing? 

The President. Well, I think there’s been 
a lightening up on the pricing. And there’s 
a lot of efforts underway to see that there’s 
plenty of supply in the _ international 
market. For those who are familiar with the 
availability of production that isn’t on the 
market, one would conclude that other 
countries can be helpful in making up the 
loss in Kuwait and loss from Iraq. 

So, to the American people I would say: 
We are using every diplomatic channel we 
can to be sure that there are no shortages 
and there is no gouging and there isn’t 
some profit windfall out of these most un- 
fortunate events. 

But I’m confident that there can be sta- 
bility in the international oil market be- 


cause there is excess capacity around the 
world. And some countries have stepped up 
and said they want to help, and we salute 
them for that. And I’m encouraged by how 
the diplomacy is working there. And yet we 
still have more to do to guarantee that 
there not be a lot of hardship for countries 
around the world. 

Thank you all very, very much. Thank 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. at 
Walker’s Point, his home in Kennebunk- 
port, ME. In his remarks, he referred to 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, USA, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the U.S. Central Com- 
mand, who is in charge of the Persian Gulf 
deployment. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Persian Gulf Crisis 


August 12, 1990 


This morning the President received a 
letter from His Highness, Sheikh Jabir al- 
Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah, the Amir of 
Kuwait, requesting on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of Kuwait and in accordance with 
article 51 of the U.N. Charter and the right 
of individual and collective self-defense that 
the United States Government take appro- 
priate steps as necessary to ensure that the 
U.N.-mandated economic sanctions against 
Iraq and Kuwait are immediately and effec- 
tively implemented. 

In view of the Amir’s request, the Presi- 
dent has decided that the United States will 
do whatever is necessary to see that rele- 
vant U.N. sanctions are enforced. The Presi- 
dent stressed that these efforts will comple- 
ment, not substitute, for individual and col- 
lective compliance that has been highly suc- 
cessful thus far. The United States will co- 
ordinate its efforts with the Governments of 
other nations to whom the Kuwaiti Govern- 
ment has made similar requests. 

Regarding Saddam Hussein’s [President 
of Iraq] proposals announced today, the 
United States categorically rejects them. We 
join the rest of the U.N. Security Council in 
unanimously calling for the immediate, 
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complete, and unconditional withdrawal of 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait and the restora- 
tion of Kuwait’s legitimate government. 
These latest conditions and threats are an- 
other attempt at distracting from Iraq’s iso- 
lation and at imposing a new status quo. 
Iraq continues to act in defiance of U.N. 
Resolutions 660, 661, and 662, the basis for 
resolving Iraq’s occupation. The United 
States will continue to pursue the applica- 
tion of those resolutions in all their parts. 


Statement Announcing the Lifting of 
Restrictions on Soviet Businesspeople in 
the United States 

August 13, 1990 


I have today lifted our longstanding ceil- 
ing on the total number of Soviet business- 
people who are permitted to work and 
reside in the United States. This action is 
taken as an expression of our policy to build 
a more normal economic relationship with 
the Soviets. It is also consistent with our 
interest in expanding business contacts and 
trade with the U.S.S.R. At the Malta summit 
last December, I proposed a work program 
for closer economic cooperation between 
our two countries. At the June summit in 
Washington, we signed four landmark eco- 
nomic agreements, including a trade agree- 
ment to expand and deepen our economic 
relationship. Our work continues, and as I 
stressed at Houston, we now place special 
emphasis on technical economic coopera- 
tion to help institutionalize lasting, market- 
oriented economic reforms in the U.S.S.R. 

Our businesspeople in the U.S.S.R. and 
Soviet businesspeople here play an impor- 
tant role in this process. The time has come 
to eliminate obstacles to commercial pres- 
ence in both of our countries and to allow 
the number of resident businesspeople to 
grow in tandem with the expansion of our 
economic relations. 

We have made clear to the Soviets that 
we retain the right to reconsider our deci- 
sion should there be evidence that this op- 
portunity is being misused for intelligence 
gathering or other inappropriate activities. 

The step taken today will of course be 
important to establish overall equality of 
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opportunity for American businesspeople 
resident in the Soviet Union. I believe 
President Gorbachev shares my view and 
will ensure that our efforts are matched 
with reciprocal improvements in the cli- 
mate for American business in the U.S.S.R. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Interdiction of Iraqi 
Shipping 

August 13, 1990 


There seems to be some confusion about 
what is covered in terms of our interdiction 
efforts. When the President said “every- 
thing,” he obviously meant everything that 
is included in the U.N. resolution. We do 
not intend to go beyond the resolution. Spe- 
cifically, the resolution lists those items cov- 
ered and says, “but not including supplies 
intended strictly for medical pur- 
poses... 


The President’s News Conference 
August 14, 1990 


Federal Budget Negotiations 


The President. Excuse the slight delay on 
the timing. I was just on the phone with 
Mr. Mandela [African National Congress 
leader]. 

Let me just say—I have a statement here 
on the—{/aughter|—it’s that kind of world, 
I'll tell you. And with your forbearance, I 
will make a statement here at the begin- 
ning. Bear with me. It may be a tad longer 
than we’re used to in this press room, but I 
want to get in focus the question of the 
budget. 

I know that the focus of the media atten- 
tion today, and understandably, is on a crisis 
6,000 miles away. But there’s another im- 
portant, well-known, longstanding crisis at 
home, and that’s the failure of the budget 
process to produce a solution to this nation’s 
terrible deficit. Even while we address our 
critical international obligations, we must 
address that persistent, real need. There- 
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fore, I want to just take a few minutes to 
talk about that. 

Our current budget, or lack thereof, con- 
stitutes a real threat to the economic well- 
being of this country. In this case, the prob- 
lem is a lack of action on the part of the 
Congress, an abdication of responsibility 
that endangers our economic vitality and 
the jobs that go with it. 

It is no secret to the American people 
that the congressional budget process has 
broken down. Over the last couple of dec- 
ades, we’ve seen the real problems of over- 
spending. We’ve seen the stalemate in 
budgeting which is the result of internal 
congressional conflicts and a committee 
system that is so complex that not only have 
the hard decisions been postponed or avoid- 
ed but today nearly all budget decisions are 
being finessed. 

Previous Presidents have urged funda- 
mental budget reform. We can all remem- 
ber President Reagan slamming down that 
massive continuing resolution. And yet Con- 
gress has failed to straighten out this proce- 
dural monstrosity. As a result, the deficit 
continues to grow. 

With the growing threat such deficit 
spending poses, I took the initiative in May 
in calling on the Democratic congressional 
leaders to join me in a bipartisan summit on 
the budget. The success of this summit is 
essential to ensure the economic health of 
the Nation; to resolve once and for all the 
deficit dilemma; and in doing so, to avoid 
the painful sequester cuts which will occur 
without an agreement. 

As the talks flagged, I acted to jump-start 
them, and you're all familiar with that. 
When the Democrats sought to hold the 
talks hostage over new revenues, I made a 
very difficult decision to put everything, in- 
cluding taxes, on the table to make those 
budget talks succeed. To keep those budget 
talks going, I feel I kept my share of the 
bargain. The administration refrained from 
divisive rhetoric. We worked in earnest. We 
held meeting after meeting without any 
preconditions and emphasized the need, 
above all, for progress to put a budget pack- 
age together. We offered billions in addi- 
tional spending cuts even as congressional 
committees were voting out spending bills 
that would bust the budget. 


On July 26th, both sides agreed to put 
budget plans on the table. We again had a 
complete proposal ready for negotiation. 
After weeks of good faith-negotiating, we 
honestly believed there would be a specific 
Democratic plan in exchange. 

While the summit failed to move forward 
with specific solutions, the Congress contin- 
ued with counterproductive legislation. For 
example, the House has already passed 10 
appropriations bills, 8 of which exceed my 
request for discretionary spending by $14 
billion and are $25 billion higher than the 
budget for last year. And the Senate is 
asking that the taxpayer now put up an- 
other $150 million to finance election cam- 
paigns of Congress. And let me be clear on 
that one: I oppose adding this kind of tax- 
payer financing of congressional elections, 
and I’m going to veto any such bill that 
appears on my desk. 

Congress is now on recess; and 100 days 
after I called on Democrats and Republi- 
cans in the Congress to work with me 
toward a bipartisan solution, I note, frankly 
in sadness, that after 3 full months the 
Democrats have yet to offer one single pro- 
posal at the budget summit. 

I’ve been reluctant to go public in this 
manner. We’ve dealt in good faith with the 
ieaders. We have played by the rules. Now 
it is up to the Democrats who control Con- 
gress—it is up to the Democrats in Con- 
gress. J 

I stand ready to work on this process as 
long as it takes to get a 5-year package 
which solves the problem. I’ve postponed 
what I think was a very important Septem- 
ber trip to Latin America so as to focus on 
this issue. There are, however, a number of 
specific realities to be noted. 

First, it’s the Congress that has the re- 
sponsibility to pass a budget. While they 
have the power of the purse, like any Presi- 
dent, I’ve got the power of the veto pen; 
and I will use that pen to veto any and 
every spending bill that busts the budget. 

Second, if no agreement is reached, that 
means a sequester on October Ist of about 
$100 billion. As painful as such deep cuts 
would be, I must uphold the law. I’m deter- 
mined to manage them as best I can, know- 
ing I’ve done all in my power to avoid 
them. So, the Democrats in Congress should 
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know that if it comes to sequester they will 
bear a heavy responsibility for the conse- 
quences. 

Third, if the Congress really wants eco- 
nomic growth and increased government 
revenues, the place to start is not with tax 
increases but with incentives for growth, in- 
vestment, and jobs. And again, I cite the 
capital gains area as one that would stimu- 
late and be investment-oriented. 

Fourthly, the Congress must recognize 
the utter failure of their budget process to 
control spending. It’s got to be reformed; 
the process has to be reformed. 

Fifth, our budget must maintain a de- 
fense posture consistent with the demands 
on American leadership in the world and in 
the dangers we face. 

And finally, the Democratic leadership of 
Congress must understand that the Ameri- 
can people expect them to get that job 
done—to come forward with concrete pro- 
posals to cut the deficit. I and the members 
of my administration stand ready to work 
with them in meeting these obligations. 

And I know that it’s a complicated time 
for our country, but it is essential that the 
American people focus—as they are now on 
international matters—also focus on the do- 
mestic problems we face in terms of 
budget. That’s why I’m doing this today. 
Congress will be back soon. I hope we can 
rejoin these talks and get this budget deficit 
under control once and for all. 

Now, I'll be glad to take some questions. 
Who is the first? Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International]? 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, I have a two-part ques- 
tion. After successfully internationalizing 
opposition to the Iraqi aggression through 
the U.N., why did you jump the gun and 
unilaterally order a blockade, upsetting 
other members? And two, is the U.S. policy 
against the annexation of captured lands in 
the Middle East an across-the-board policy 
with the U.S.? 

The President. Upsetting—I don’t think 
we've upset members on our policy of 
interdiction. We are acting within our legal 
rights. And I think the world wants to see 
these chapter 51 sanctions carried out, and 
that’s the role that the United States is 
trying to do. 
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Q. We didn’t go through the step-by-step 
of chapter 7. 

The President. Well, we’re doing it the 
way our attorneys and others around the 
world recommend. And I think we’re doing 
it properly, and I hope we're doing it to the 
degree that all ships will turn back if they 
are in contravention of the U.N. action. 

Q. How about the last—— 

The President. Last? What was that? 

Q. Opposition to annexation of conquered 
lands—is that our policy? 

The President. 1 can only address myself 
in the current—currently. I don’t know 
whether there are any exceptions or not; 
but I know that annexation, if this is what 
one calls this invasion of Kuwait, is unac- 
ceptable and that it won’t stand. 

Q. Mr. President, Jordan says that it’s 
abiding by the U.N. sanctions, yet truck- 
loads of goods are rolling through Jordan 
into Iraq, coming from the port of Aqaba. 
Do you think that Jordan is subverting the 
sanctions? And what will you do about it? 

The President. Before I answer your 
question, I ought to let King Hussein [of 
Jordan] tell me what is happening. And if a 
country is permitting a flow of commerce, 
it would be in violation of the sanctions. But 
he’s coming here, and I'll have a chance to 
talk to him and explain the U.S. view, 
though I’m pretty sure he understands it 
clearly. 

Q. Let me ask you: What do you think 
about King Hussein’s charges that the 
American forces in the Persian Gulf have 
created an explosive situation? 

The President. 1 don’t know what he 
means by that, but I don’t agree with that. I 
think we are there not to have the situation 
explosive but to supplement fully what the 
United Nations has done in condemning 
this outrageous aggression. So, we’ll discuss 
that one, too. It’s going to be an interesting 
conversation, I see, if you’re writing his 
agenda for him. 

Q. Why is King Hussein coming? When 
he called to ask you that he’d like to 
come—his brother has told reporters in 
Jordan that one of Jordan’s problems is it 
would suffer so economically if it abided by 
the sanctions, that they complained that 
they had no guarantees or assurances from 
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the West 
offer: 

The President. Maybe that’s what he 
wants to talk about. I hope it is because, 
clearly, we’ve always been a friend of 
Jordan. We’ve helped them in the past; 
we’d help them in the future if they fulfill 
their obligations here. Ann [Ann Compton, 
ABC News], I can just tell you what he told 
me on the telephone yesterday. When he 
called, he said he’d like to come over and 
talk about the whole situation. There was 
no agenda. There was no discussion of any 
support for action of that kind. 

Q. But you are willing to support him 
economically or have other countries in the 
region help him? 

The President. 1 think we would, provid- 
ed Jordan joined these other countries in 
fulfilling these obligations under the sanc- 
tions. 

Q. Mr. President, is there any hope at all 
of a diplomatic solution to this crisis? 

The President. 1 don’t see it right now. 
But as the sanctions begin to take effect— 
and it’s going to take a while—I would hope 
there would be a diplomatic solution to this 
crisis. 

Q. But, sir, the other day when Saddam 
Hussein [President of Iraq] offered his pro- 
posal, which I realize was totally unaccept- 
able to you—I mean, could that serve as a 
basis for perhaps some type of negotiation? 

The President. 1 don’t think just any pro- 
posal serves as a basis for negotiation. No, I 
don’t see enough positive elements there to 
think that that would be a basis for a nego- 
tiation at all. It was bringing in extraneous 
problems, and it did not address itself to the 
fundamental problem, which is that they 
took over Kuwait and that they’ve got to 
get out of Kuwait and they’ve got to let the 
rightful rulers return to Kuwait. So, I don’t 
see that as a possibility to negotiate from 
those proposals at all. 

Q. Mr. President, you have ambassadors 
coming to the State Department, presum- 
ably to discuss a U.N. multinational quaran- 
tine, or interdiction, whatever word you 
want. Is it now the policy of the United 
States to potentially submit to a joint U.N. 
command or to reflag U.S. ships under a 
U.N. command? 

The President. That is not the plan right 
now, but we are talking to see how we can 


that Jordan—what can you 


make this naval presence most effective. 
What you’ve said there is not the policy of 
the United States. 

Q. Well, sir, may I ask: Do you consider 
in any way—there are reports out of the 
U.N. that there is some criticism that you 
have acted unilaterally and perhaps outside 
your legal authority in the de facto block- 
ade that’s going on. Do you consider that 
you've had your hand slapped, or do you 
think 

The President. No, I don’t think so at all. 
And I think we’re acting legally. So, this 
little meeting that was called by Cuba yes- 
terday—it doesn’t disturb me in the least. I 
mean, there can be differences, people can 
discuss them. But I’m convinced we're 
acting properly, and we are determined to 
continue to act in that manner. 

You see, Perez de Cuellar [U.N. Secre- 
tary-General] apparently talked about only 
the U.N. through resolutions can decide 
about a blockade. But he also said every 
country has the right to bring up article 51, 
and the Secretary-General had nothing to 
say against it. And we have good opinions 
that we are acting properly. And I have no 
intention to change at all. I think it’s impor- 
tant that others join in and do their part, 
which most of them are doing in their de- 
termination to see that commerce does not 
continue. 

Q. Mr. President, given the staggering 
number in the deficit and the cost of the 
military operation in the Gulf and in Saudi 
Arabia, doesn’t it make sense that some of 
the countries that are relying on us will pay 
some of the cost? I’m thinking, of course, of 
Japan, Germany, France, Italy. Shouldn’t 
they pay some of the cost of our troops over 
there? 

The President. 1 think that we will find a 
very cooperative spirit in that regard from 
countries. I am convinced, from a good talk 
I had—I think it was yesterday—with Prime 
Minister Kaifu that the Japanese are more 
than ready to entertain proposals along 
those lines. I’ve not talked to Kohl [Chan- 
cellor of the Federal Republic of Germany] 
about that recently. France, of course, has 
vessels and are spending funds on their own 
right now. I think we’ll have a cooperative 
effort here—some on the financial side, 
some on the military and shipping side. 
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Q. What about the Saudis themselves, the 
most direct beneficiaries? 

The President. Yes, I think the Saudis will 
do their part in helping out along the way. 
I’m confident of that. I also would say—the 
question hasn’t yet been asked—that I am 
also confident that other countries will 
make up the shortfall in production that 
comes about from Iraqi oil and Kuwaiti oil 
not going to market. I can’t give you the 
details on that, but I’ve had enough conver- 
sations with people around the world—{Sec- 
retary of State] Jim Baker has as well, Gen- 
eral Scowcroft [Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs]}—to feel that 
things are moving in the right direction 
there. 

Q. Sir, I'm a little confused about the 
King Hussein invitation. When it was first 
announced, there was a flurry of excite- 
ment. Now it seems to be treated rather 
casually. He’s getting in here about 1 
o'clock in the morning Washington time. 
You’re not going to meet with him until 
Thursday morning at Kennebunkport. He’s 
supposed to have a letter from Saddam. 
Why the casual nature of this? 

The President. One, he mentioned no 
letter from Saddam to me. He may well 
have it. Secondly, he told me he wanted to 
come over and see me. I said, Okay, how 
about tomorrow? And he said, Well, I'll let 
you know. So, I said, Well, call Brent, will 
you? Because I didn’t want to get called at 
2 in the morning or whatever it was. So, he 
called Scowcroft, and they agreed that they 
would meet the soonest. But I think what 
he indicated—and I don’t think I’m violat- 
ing a confidence—that he would like some 
time to rest before we head into the meet- 
ing. 

So, that was all there was to it, because I 
would have been prepared to meet with 
him now or tomorrow. I think it’s important 
to talk with him. But there was no—I think 
you're right. The way it was presented to 
me by His Majesty was, I want to come talk 
to you about the situation over here, with 
no specific—not as a specific emissary of 
some kind or another. So, I made myself 
available. 

I have a longstanding relationship with 
King Hussein. Some of us have brought out 
the differences here that are on the table 
now between Jordan and the United States, 
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and I'd like to see if we can’t reduce those 
differences and eliminate them if possible. 
So, I’m looking forward to seeing him. 

Q. Can I just ask you about Saddam and 
this offer he made on Sunday? You rejected 
it out of hand. But do you feel he blinked a 
little bitP Are you encouraged at all? 

The President. One might say that the 
fact that he took some step, even though I 
wasn’t particularly impressed with his steps, 
is encouraging. But it seemed to me like a 
replay of old positions. So, I don’t want to 
mislead the American people by saying that 
I’m heartened in any way by Saddam Hus- 
sein’s proposals, John [John Cochran, NBC 
News]. 

Q. As you assess your budget situation, 
are you now able to put a cost figure on the 
operation in the Middle East? 

The President. Not yet. And I’m going 
over to the Pentagon—maybe I'll get a 
better idea of the numbers there tomorrow, 
but I don’t have any figures for you on that 
right now. 


Federal Budget Deficit 


Q. Have you, though, inevitably lowered 
your estimates on what you’re going to be 
able to do in terms of reducing the deficit? 

The President. | don’t want to lower the 
estimates in what we can do in reducing 
the deficit at all. We still stay with $50 bil- 
lion and $500 billion as the targets—$50 
billion for the first year and $500 billion 
over the five. But it may cause for a rear- 
rangement in how money is spent, because 
this is not a freebie out there in terms of 
the expenditure. But I just don’t have the 
figures to give you. But I don’t want to 
move away from those targets now. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Are you pleased with the support that 
you’ve been getting from the Soviet 
Union. 

The President. Well, let me put it this 
way: Suppose we set the clock back 5 years, 
say nothing of 10 or 20, and we had an 
event of this nature in the Middle East. The 
major unknown and the major area of con- 
cern would have been: How would the So- 
viets reactP How would the Soviets view 
this? What actions are the Soviets apt to 
take? Now, today we don’t have that con- 
cern because they have joined in in the 
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United Nations in condemning this aggres- 
sion. That’s a significant difference from the 
way it used to be. It makes the equation 
much easier to solve. 

So far, I am very pleased with the Soviets’ 
reactions. Jim Baker, I believe, talked to 
Mr. Shevardnadze [Soviet Foreign Minister] 
as recently as yesterday, and I know he 
shares this assessment. I’m not saying we 
have no differences with them, but it is 
much, much different, Jessie [Jessica Lee, 
USA Today], than it would have been 5, 10 
years ago. 


South Africa 


Q. What did you talk with Nelson Man- 
dela about? 

The President. Well, what I talked to him 
about was the apparent breakthrough over 
there between the ANC [African National 
Congress], Mandela, and De Klerk [Presi- 
dent of South Africa] and the Government 
in terms of the peaceful resolution to the 
problem of how you eliminate apartheid. I 
talked to him a little bit about the joy we 
felt and the progress that’s been made on 
releasing prisoners. That was about it—con- 
gratulating him, and Mr. de Klerk yester- 
day, on the same progress. It’s very exciting 
what’s taking place there. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, the Iraqis have now 
held Americans for 12 to 13 days. Are you 
willing to sacrifice those Americans should 
it come to direct military action? 

The President. I'm never willing to sacri- 
fice the life of any American. Sacrifice—no. 

Q. Do you believe the Iraqis are using 
those Americans as a shield against poten- 
tial American 

The President. 1 don’t have that feeling 
now, and I hope I never come to that. Be- 
cause you see difficulty of others getting 
out, but it’s a troubling situation when 
people are held against their will or delayed 
from leaving. It troubles me. 

Q. What’s the status, in your view? 

The President. The status is inconven- 
ienced people who want to get out. And it’s 
not only them but a lot of others. I hope 
that it doesn’t become more than that. I 
have no reason to think at this juncture that 
it will. But the more we talk about it and 
the more we speculate about it, the less 


helpful it is, I think. But I’d like to feel that 
all foreigners who want to leave Kuwait or 
want to leave Iraq would be free to do so. 
And there have been some encouraging 
statements—you heard from their Ambassa- 
dor this morning—that make me say, Well, 
let’s wait and see on that one. 


Federal Budget Negotiations 


Q. Mr. President, your June 26th state- 
ment specifically said there were points in 
it that were jointly agreed by Democrats 
and Republicans. Why do you suppose the 
Democrats have not made any proposals 
other than that, and what other proposals 
have the Republicans offered? 

The President. We had a proposal that 
happened to ease into the public domain 
there against my best judgment. I’d like to 
say I have no control over those leakers— 
they got out there. We were still prepared 
to hand over that proposal in all its detail to 
the Democrats in accord with their handing 
us one. But that didn’t materialize. 

I think there was some politics in it. I’m 
not going to accuse Tom Foley [Speaker of 
the House of Representatives] of this, or 
Dick Gephardt [House majority leader] of 
this. But I think there was some saying: 
Hey, we think we’ve got the President over 
a barrel here. We’ve made him back away 
and give and give and give and get nothing. 
My view is: Well, fine, if that’s the game 
that some up there want to play. But I 
think the American people understand it is 
the Congress that has to pass this budget. 
They’re the ones that have the power of 
the purse. I sat there and played by the 
rules, didn’t comment on this proposal or 
that proposal, just as I said. Others did, and 
frankly, some Republicans as well as Demo- 
crats did. 

But I think what I’m trying to do now is 
to put it in focus so the American people 
will understand that it is the Congress that 
must move now to bring this deficit under 
control. 

A followup? 

Q. Yes, sir. Other than sequestration, do 
you have any tools at your disposal to get 
anything done on this? 

The President. Well, sequestration is a 
pretty strong one, and veto is a helpful one. 

Q. ——pan out publicly? 





Aug. 14 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


The President. No, not now. | still have 
hopes that we can resume this kind of sum- 
mitry that is essential if you’re going to get 
a deal. I felt that way when we entered into 
the deal, and I still feel that way, in spite of 
the fact that I do think there has been some 
politics rearing its head. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Assuming that Saddam Hussein were 
to work out some face-saving way to with- 
draw from Kuwait, he would still be there 
with a very large army, still presumably in- 
timidating to his neighbors, having invaded 
once. Given all that, do you think it is possi- 
ble for this crisis ultimately to be resolved 
without removing Saddam Hussein from 
power, and if so, how? 

The President. All I want to do is see it 
resolved the way the world opinion wants it 
resolved, and then we will worry about the 
rest of that later on. But the main thing is 
to have the withdrawal and the restoration 
of the rulers to their responsibilities. So, it’s 
too hypothetical for me to go into what 
happens beyond that. But, yes, I’d like to 
feel that that can still happen. The econom- 
ic sanctions are just beginning to—Marlin 
{Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary to the 
President] says pinch, I'd say bite—and I 
think that they’re going to be quite effec- 
tive, more so than in the past—I certainly 
hope so. So, let’s just see how all that works. 

Q. Mr. President, if I could go back to the 
naval interdiction effort for a second. The 
Soviets apparently are proposing some kind 
of a joint security council command to con- 
trol the naval interdiction effort. Are you 
pursuing that in any way with the Soviets? 
Are you interested in the idea at all? 

The President. There was originally a—I 
think that was raised to Jim Baker by She- 
vardnadze. And I don’t have any problem 
talking to the Soviets about that. I think it 
would be a very good thing to have an 
active Soviet presence to enforce these U.N. 
resolutions. All I’m saying is that I don’t 
think it is essential that you have a U.N. flag 
in order for countries to carry out their re- 
sponsibilities. But I’d be somewhat open- 
minded to talk further along those lines. 

Q. Do you think it will be necessary at 
some point to stop ships going into Aqaba 
because that is a potential lifeline—— 


1250 


The President. 1 think at some point it 
might well be. If it’s a hole through which 
commerce flows in an otherwise tight net, I 
would certainly think that Aqaba should be 
closed to Iraqi commerce. 


Federal Budget Negotiations 


Q. I have a question about the budget, 

Mr. President. After 100 days of negotiat- 
ing, don’t you think the I’ll-show-you-mine, 
you-show-me-yours strategy is getting a bit 
sillyP And why not just as President show 
some leadership and put your proposal on 
the table and say, Here’s where I want to 
go? 
_ The President. No, we got one out there. 
And it wasn’t totally on the table; it was 
kind of oozed out on the side. And all we’ 
did was have a bunch of Democrats going 
after me, going to every special interest, 
raising hell. And now it is time that the 
Congress, who have to pass the budget— 
must pass the budget—get going. I’m still 
here in a nice, tranquil mood wanting to 
discuss it with them. [Laughter] And I will 
discuss it with them. 

But I’m using this—you see we had— 
there’s kind of a truce on this abiding by 
the Marquis‘of Queensbury’s no-comment 
rules. And so, during this period of truce, 
I’m going to put the focus where it belongs 
and where the American people year after 
year know it belongs, and that is on the 
party that controls the United States Con- 
gress. And then I'll be here in a reasonable 
mode come September, saying, Well, here, 
here’s our proposals. What’s yours? Let’s go. 
But it doesn’t do any good. They’ve been 
laughing all the way to what they think is 
the electoral bank saying—every time we 
throw up a proposal, they gun it down and 
rush off and tell the special interest of one 
kind or another, We’re going to protect 
you. Ha ha. Now it’s time for them to come 
forward. And we will be more statesmanlike 
and try to resolve this national problem. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Is it also true that when that proposal 
oozed out, as you say, it was Republicans 
who were involved in the—— 

The President. That’s why I was very 
careful how I said who leaked it. 

Q. They led the fight for that plan in 
revolt, I think. 
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The President. Which one? 

Q. The proposal that oozed out, as you 
said. 

The President. Listen, if you’re ever—I 
can’t find anybody elated over any facet of 
taxes, Democrat or Republican. They want 
to stick it to the other guy a little bit. But 
what I’m saying is: We had a proposal. 
People know what was in it. We had an 
original proposal with detail. They’ve had 
none. And the deal was they were to have a 
proposal. Now let’s come forward with it 
and set aside politics. It’s getting tough 
now. It’s getting right down to the crunch. 
And the American people know that the 
Congress appropriates every single dime 
and tells us how to spend every single 
dime. Now, they ought to get on with doing 
something about budget reform, process 
reform. Nobody’s interested in the jurisdic- 
tion of this committee or another. The 
American people want the deficit down, 
and they don’t want to have these delaying 
arguments about, Well, I can’t move be- 
cause the chairman of this committee hasn’t 
passed a continuing previous resolution and 
seconded the motion. Nobody cares about 
that. They want the deficit— 


I can’t hear you, Sarah [Sarah McClen- 
don, McClendon News Service]. You're 
right in the middle. [Laughter] 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, should the American 
people look forward to an ongoing Ameri- 
can presence in Saudi Arabia over a period 
of years? 

The President. 1 don’t know about a 
period of years, but certainly we’re going to 
be there long enough to get the job done. 
But I'd like to give you a timeframe, and I 
can’t. 

Q. Mr. President, you called the Presi- 
dent of Venezuela [Carlos Andrés Pérez] to 
ask him for some help with the oil. Did you 
talk numbers with him at all? 

The President. No, 1 called him to thank 
him for what I understood was a Venezu- 
elan willingness to step up and increase 
production—they can still do it at a reason- 
ably efficient rate, I am told—and to thank 
him for his approach on this. He told me 
that he’d sent his Foreign Minister [Rein- 
aldo Figueredo Planchart] to various cap- 


itals to coordinate all of this. And I had a 
couple of other matters to discuss with him, 
too, that were unrelated to the Persian 
Gulf. Mainly—I can give you a little hint— 
on Central America, an area where he and 
I stay in very close consultation and touch 
on this. But I didn’t have a—if your ques- 
tion was, did I have a specific request of 
him, no, I didn’t. 

Last one. 

Q. To follow up, just a second: Are you 
satisfied with the offer of Mexico as far as 
oil—100,000 barrels a day? 


The President. I haven’t the slightest way 
of knowing whether it ought to be more or 
less, but I am very, very pleased with Mexi- 
co’s cooperation on all of this. President Sa- 
linas, a courageous man, and I am very 
pleased that he is willing to pitch in and 
help. I can’t help you with the exact num- 
bers—whether it ought to be 100,000 or 
something else. But when we heard that, I 
said that’s good. We’ve got a good relation- 
ship now with Mexico. 


Thank you. All right, here’s the last. This 
is—I really do have to run. 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Just very 
briefly: You have called repeatedly for the 
Iraqis to be out of Kuwait, to withdraw un- 
conditionally and completely, and you’ve 
helped put sanctions in place to try to force 
them to do that. How important is that 
withdrawal? Is it important enough that if 
the sanctions don’t seem to work after a 
short period then you will promise to use 
military force to force Saddam Hussein out? 


The President. It is too hypothetical a 
question. We have a plan, and the plan is to 
implement fully the United Nations sanc- 
tions. And also part of our arrangement 
with King Fahd [of Saudi Arabia] is to help 
protect Saudi Arabia, in a part of a multina- 
tional force now of quite a few countries, 
against aggression from Saddam Hussein— 
the same kind of aggression that took over 
Kuwait. So, that’s where we are. That’s the 
plan, and I just can’t help you by going in a 
hypothetical sense any further. 

Listen, I hate to run, but I do have an 


appointment in here. And thank you very 
much. 
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Note: The President’s 56th news conference 
began at 4:19 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Proclamation 6168—Home Health 
Aide Week, 1990 


August 14, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Home health aides, employed by some 
5,600 home care organizations throughout 
the United States, are key members of the 
teams of health care professionals and vol- 
unteers who provide needed services for ill 
and disabled Americans. Today, approxi- 
mately half a million men and women serve 
as home health aides. These workers enable 
their clients to enjoy the comfort and secu- 
rity of their own homes while obtaining 
needed personal care and support services. 

Home health aides help their clients to 
perform some of the essential tasks of daily 
living, such as bathing. They help to main- 
tain a clean and safe home environment for 
their clients and provide various rehabilita- 
tive and support services. They also observe 
a client’s progress and report significant 
changes in his or her condition to other 
home care team members. The widespread 
use of training and competency evaluations 
for home health aides—such as those pre- 
pared by the Foundation for Hospice and 
Home Care—ensures that these activities 
are carried out with a high degree of pro- 
fessionalism. 

Home health aides have enabled many ill 
and disabled Americans to avoid or delay 
the need for admission to a nursing home 
or other institution. Giving ill and impaired 
individuals the opportunity to remain in 
their own homes, surrounded by the love 
and support of family and friends, home 
care helps to maintain both their emotional 
and physical well-being. Home care has also 
proved to be cost-effective. For example, 
New York State’s Nursing Home Without 
Walls Program has demonstrated that cli- 
ents who would otherwise be in a nursing 
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facility can be cared for at home for about 
helf the cost. 

Although home health aides care for 
many ill or disabled persons who are young- 
er than 65, most of their clients are elderly. 
With the aging of the American population, 
the need for home health aides is likely to 
increase dramatically. The Department of 
Health and Human Services reports that 
people age 65 or older currently represent 
12 percent of the population; by the year 
2030, they will represent 21 percent. 
Today, people over age 84 are among one 
of the fastest growing age groups in the 
country. 

Home health aides—along with the staffs 
of the home health agencies, homemaker 
organizations, and hospices that employ 
them—deserve recognition and encourage- 
ment. They play an important role in main- 
taining the dignity and independence of 
millions of Americans, and, this week, we 
salute them for their dedication and hard 
work. 

In grateful recognition of those who serve 
as home health aides, the Congress, by 
Senate Joint Resolution 343, has designated 
the week of August 13 through August 19, 
1990, as “Home Health Aide Week” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of August 13 
through August 19, 1990, as Home Health 
Aide Week. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this week with ap- 
propriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:59 p.m., August 15, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 15. 
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Proclamation 6169—National Senior 
Citizens Day, 1990 


August 14, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The character of the United States has 
been shaped, in large part, by the accom- 
plishments of older Americans. From the 
days of Benjamin Franklin, who was 81 
years old when he helped to frame our 
Constitution, to the present time, America’s 
senior citizens have enriched us through 
their wisdom and their example. These in- 
dividuals have labored and sacrificed to 
build better lives for themselves and for 
their families and, in so doing, have helped 
to keep our country free, strong, and pros- 
perous. Now in their advanced years, they 
continue to share with us a wealth of talent 
and experience. 

Today millions of older Americans are re- 
maining in the work force well past the 
traditional “retirement age.” Many are pur- 
suing second careers, and many are en- 
gaged in voluntary service to their commu- 
nities. Most important, perhaps, older 
Americans provide their families with an 
abundance of love, affection, and guid- 
ance—as well as a living link to the past. 

As parents and grandparents, and as be- 
loved neighbors and friends, our Nation’s 
senior citizens enrich our lives beyond 
measure, and each of them merits our ap- 
preciation and support. Because the true 
strength and character of any society may 
be measured by how it treats its senior 
members, we must always strive to ensure 
that older Americans are accorded not only 
the services they need, but also the oppor- 
tunities and esteem they so richly deserve. 
We should make certain that our communi- 
ties are places where senior citizens feel 
safe and welcome, and we should set an 
example for our children by treating our 
older relatives and neighbors with respect 
and consideration. 

As we observe National Senior Citizens 
Day, we do well to express our admiration 
and gratitude for the older members of our 
communities. These distinguished Ameri- 
cans should know that their many gifts to us 


are recognized and cherished, not only on 
this occasion, but throughout the year. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
591, has designated the third Sunday of 
August 1990 as “National Senior Citizens 
Day” and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Sunday, August 19, 1990, 
as National Senior Citizens Day. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities in honor of our Nation’s senior 
citizens. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:03 p.m., August 15, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 15. 


Proclamation 6170—Women’s Equality 
Day, 1990 


August 14, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On August 26, 1990, we will commemo- 
rate the 70th anniversary of the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment to our Constitu- 
tion. This Amendment guaranteed for 
women the right to vote and, in so doing, 
opened the door to their full participation 
in our representative system of govern- 
ment. 

The adoption of the 19th Amendment 
nearly three-quarters of a century ago was a 
great victory not only for women, but for 
all Americans. By recognizing previously 
disenfranchised members of our society and 
guaranteeing them an equal voice in the 


1253 





Aug. 15 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


electoral process, the 19th Amendment af- 
firmed the principles upon which the 
United States is founded. It underscored 
our Nation’s commitment to the belief “that 
all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain una- 
lienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That 
to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the gov- 
erned. .. .” 

Years before the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment, the woman’s suffrage move- 
ment took shape. Its members and support- 
ers realized that, as long as women lacked a 
voice in the democratic process, the prom- 
ise of liberty and self-government so elo- 
quently expressed in our Nation’s founding 
documents would remain unfulfilled. One 
of the movement’s most prominent leaders, 
Susan B. Anthony, articulated the concerns 
of many when she asked: “How can the 
consent of the governed be given, if the 
right to vote be denied?” 

After years of hard work by members of 
the woman’s suffrage movement, the 19th 
Amendment was passed by the Congress in 
June of 1919. It was finally ratified by the 
Tennessee legislature on August 18, 1920, 
and proclaimed as part of our Constitution 
on August 26. 

The ratification of the 19th Amendment 
marked an important legal milestone in our 
Nation’s efforts to ensure liberty, justice, 
and equality of opportunity for all. Like the 
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments that pre- 
ceded it and other great landmarks that 
have followed—landmarks such as the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965—the 19th Amendment offers a 
poignant reminder that every individual is 
an heir to the civil and political rights en- 
shrined in our Declaration of Independence 
and Constitution. 

As we commemorate the 70th anniversa- 
ry of the ratification of the 19th Amend- 
ment, we also recognize the many and 
varied accomplishments of women—accom- 
plishments made possible by progress in 
eliminating discrimination. During the past 
7 decades, millions of women have earned 
positions of leadership and responsibility in 
business, government, science, education, 
and the arts. 
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On this occasion, as we celebrate the con- 
tinued social and economic advancement of 
women—and their unique role in keeping 
our families, communities, and Nation 
strong—let us also reflect upon the impor- 
tance of having and using the right to vote. 
As Americans, we are both heirs to and 
guardians of the blessings of liberty and 
self-government. Exercising our right to 
vote is one of the most important ways we 
can help to advance the ideals expressed in 
our Nation’s founding documents and 
ensure justice and equal opportunity for all 
Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim August 26, 1990, as 
Women’s Equality Day, a day to commemo- 
rate the 70th anniversary of the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this day with appro- 
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3 p.m., August 15, 1990] 

Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 15. 


Memorandum on Trade With the 
German Democratic Republic 


August 15, 1990 


Presidential Determination No. 90-30 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Determination under Section 


402(c\2) of the Trade Act of 1974—German 
Democratic Republic 


Pursuant to section 402(c\2) of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (the “Act”), 19 U.S.C. 
2432(c\2), I determine that a waiver by Ex- 
ecutive order of the application of subsec- 
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tions (a) and (b) of section 402 of the Act 
with respect to the German Democratic Re- 
public will substantially promote the objec- 
tives of section 402. 

You are authorized and directed to pub- 
lish this determination in the Federal Regis- 
ter. 


George Bush 


Executive Order 12726—Waiver Under 
the Trade Act of 1974 With Respect to 
the German Democratic Republic 


August 15, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 402(c\2) of the Trade Act of 1974 (the 
Act) (19 U.S.C. 2432(c\2)), which continues 
to apply to the German Democratic Repub- 
lic pursuant to section 402(d), and having 
made the report to the Congress required 
by section 402(c)(2), I hereby waive the ap- 
plication of subsections (a) and (b) of section 
402 of the Act with respect to the German 
Democratic Republic. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 15, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:17 p.m., August 15, 1990] 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on Trade 
With the German Democratic Republic 


August 15, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to subsection 402(c\2) of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (the Act) (19 U.S.C. 
2432(c\2)), I have determined that a waiver 
of the application of subsections (a) and (b) 
of section 402 with respect to the German 
Democratic Republic will substantially pro- 
mote the objectives of section 402. A copy 
of that determination is enclosed. I have 
also received the assurances with respect to 


the emigration practices of the German 
Democratic Republic required by section 
402(c\2)(B) of the Act. 

Pursuant to section 402(c\2), I shall issue 
an Executive order waiving the application 
of subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 of 
the Act with respect to the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Remarks to Department of Defense 
Employees 


August 15, 1990 


Thank you, Secretary Cheney and Gener- 
al Powell and distinguished members of the 
Joint Chiefs, General Schwarzkopf, and all 
of you who do all the work. Thank all of 
you for joining us today and, really most of 
all, for your hard work in defense of free- 
dom and America every day. 

Over the past 10 days you’ve launched 
what history will judge as one of the most 
important deployments of allied military 
power since the Second World War. As I 
told the American people last week, let no 
one underestimate our determination to 
confront aggression. It is you, the men and 
women of the Department of Defense, who 
turn these words into deeds that transform 
hope and promise into reality. 

I’ve just received a wonderful briefing 
from Secretary Cheney and General Powell 
and others here at the Pentagon. Our objec- 
tives remain clear: the immediate, com- 
plete, and unconditional withdrawal of all 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait; the restoration of 
Kuwait’s legitimate government; security 
and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Per- 
sian Gulf; and protection of the lives of 
American citizens abroad. We will achieve 
these honorable goals. 

We’ve worked for decades to develop an 
international order, a common code and 
rule of law that promotes cooperation in 
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place of conflict. This order is imperfect; we 
know that. But without it, peace and free- 
dom are impossible. The rule of law gives 
way to the law of the jungle. And so, when 
the question is asked: Where does America 
stand? I answer: America stands where it 
always has—against aggression. 

Today, the brave American and allied 
forces are keeping watch along the sands 
and off the shores of Saudi Arabia. They’re 
there for a purpose: to serve the cause of 
justice and freedom, a cause the world sup- 
ports. But Saddam Hussein [President of 
Iraq] would have us believe that his unpro- 
voked invasion of a friendly Arab nation is a 
struggle between Arabs and Americans. 
And that is clearly false. It is Saddam who 
lied to his Arab neighbors. It is Saddam who 
invaded an Arab state. And it is he who 
now threatens the Arab nation. We, by con- 
trast, seek to assist our Arab friends in their 
hour of need. 

Saddam has claimed that this is a holy 
war of Arab against infidel—this from the 
man who has used poison gas against the 
men, women, and children of his own coun- 
try; who invaded Iran in a war that cost the 
lives of more than half a million Moslems; 
and who now plunders Kuwait. Atrocities 
have been committed by Saddam’s soldiers 
and henchmen. The reports out of Kuwait 
tell a sordid tale of brutality. 

Saddam would also have us believe that 
this is a struggle between the haves and the 
have nots. But Iraq is one of the haves, for 
you see, next to Saudi Arabia, Iraq has the 
largest oil reserves in the world. But thanks 
to his ruinous policies of war against other 
Moslems, he—Saddam Hussein—has trans- 
ferred wealth into poverty. Sadly, it is the 
Iraqi people who suffer today because of 
the raw territorial ambition of Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Our action in the Gulf is not about reli- 
gion, greed, or cultural differences, as Iraq’s 
leader would have us believe. What is at 
stake is truly vital. Our action in the Gulf is 
about fighting aggression and preserving 
the sovereignty of nations. It is about keep- 
ing our word, our solemn word of honor, 
and standing by old friends. It is about our 
own national security interests and ensuring 
the peace and stability of the entire world. 
We are also talking about maintaining 
access to energy resources that are key, not 
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just to the functioning of this country but to 
the entire world. Our jobs, our way of life, 
our own freedom, and the freedom of 
friendly countries around the world would 
all suffer if control of the world’s great oil 
reserves fell into the hands of that one man, 
Saddam Hussein. 

So, we’ve made our stand not simply to 
protect resources or real estate but to pro- 
tect the freedom of nations. We’re making 
good on longstanding assurances to protect 
and defend our friends who have the cour- 
age to stand up to evil and are asking for 
our help. We are striking a blow for the 
principle that might does not make right. 
Kuwait is small. But one conquered nation 
is one too many. 

A half a century ago our nation and the 
world paid dearly for appeasing an aggres- 
sor who should and could have been 
stopped. We’re not about to make that 
same mistake twice. Today Saddam Hus- 
sein’s Iraq has been cut off by the Arab and 
Islamic nations that surround it. The Arab 
League itself has condemned Iraq’s aggres- 
sion. We stand with them, and we are not 
alone. Sanctions are working. The armies 
and air forces of Egypt, Morocco, the 
United Kingdom, and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council states are shoulder to shoulder with 
us in Saudi Arabia’s defense. Ships of nu- 
merous countries are sailing with ours to 
see that the United Nations sanctions, ap- 
proved without dissent, are enforced. To- 
gether we must ensure that no goods get in 
and that not one drop of oil gets out. 

I am very grateful for the support all of 
us here are receiving from the American 
people. The American people are with us. 
Congress is with us. Our allies are with us. 
And the vast majority of the Arab people 
are with us. No one should doubt our stay- 
ing power or our determination. We are in 
a new era, one full of promise. But events 
of the past 2 weeks remind us that there is 
no substitute for American leadership, and 
American leadership cannot be effective in 
the absence of America’s strength. I know 
that this strength does not come cheaply or 
easily. You pay for it every day in the work 
you do, in the sacrifices you make, in the 
time you spend away from your families. I 
am relying on you to shape the forces of the 
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future, to preserve peace and freedom in 
the face of new threats and new dangers. 

General Powell told me today that it’s a 
great honor, during these dangerous times, 
to serve as an American soldier. I know it’s 
a great honor for me to serve as your Com- 
mander in Chief. I thank you. And I join 
people everywhere in praying for you, for 
those in the field, and for the United States 
of America. God bless you all. And thank 
you for what you’re doing for your country. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in 
the courtyard at the Pentagon. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Secretary of Defense 
Richard B. Cheney; Gen. Colin L. Powell, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, USA, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the U.S. Central Com- 
mand, who is in charge of the Persian Gulf 
deployment. Prior to his remarks, the Presi- 
dent received several briefings on the situa- 
tion in the Middle East and toured the Lo- 
gistics Readiness Center at the Pentagon. 
Following his remarks, he traveled to his 
home in Kennebunkport, ME. 


The President’s News Conference 
August 16, 1990 


Meetings With King Hussein I of Jordan 
and Foreign Minister Sa‘ud al-Faysal Al 
Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia 

The President. We've had some good 
meetings here today—two good meetings— 
one with King Hussein of Jordan, the other 
with the Foreign Minister, His Highness 
Prince Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia. In addition, I 
was on the phone earlier to President Ozal 
of Turkey. He reported in on some conver- 
sations he’s had and, I must say, was some- 
what optimistic about the effectiveness of 
these international sanctions in which most 
countries around the world have joined. So, 
it’s been a very illuminating day. 

I, of course, was very pleased that King 
Hussein, who previously had announced his 
support for sanctions, his willingness to go 
with sanctions, reiterated that to me, 
making clear that this was a decision that 
Jordan had taken some time ago. But never- 


theless, I put this under the heading of very 
encouraging developments. 

In terms of the Saudis, Prince Sa‘ud very 
kindly thanked me for the strong support 
from the United States, and I told him that 
we were determined and wanted to do ev- 
erything in our power to enforce the 
United Nations resolution which calls for 
Iraq to get out of Kuwait and calls for the 
restoration of rulers to Kuwait. So, we’re in 
sync with the Saudis. 

I feel that the differences that possibly 
existed with Jordan have been narrowed, 
and I cited one extremely important point 
there. But I was pleased to see them both 
here at our home. 

I'll be glad to take some questions. 

Q. Mr. President, what kind of report did 
King Hussein give you on his trip to Bagh- 
dad, and did he offer any kind of hope that 
Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq] would 
pull his troops out of Kuwait and let the 
Amir return to power? 

The President. He didn’t go into any de- 
tails of his trip to Baghdad, and I did not 
come away from that conversation with a 
feeling of hope that Saddam Hussein would 
do that which he’s been called upon to do 
under international law. 


Foreign Nationals in Iraq and Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, what can you tell us 
about reports—or what do you know about 
reports that foreign nationals in both Iraq 
and Kuwait have been ordered segregated 
and been reported to report to one place, 
including some 2,500 Americans? Are you 
concerned that their lives may be in danger 
at this point? 

The President. I'm concerned that any 
coercion on foreign nationals in some other 
country is a violation of international 
norms, and I must say that I did see a 
report. We’ve discussed it. They’ve checked 
with one of the hotels to which people were 
encouraged to go, and the hotel had no 
knowledge of an influx of people coming 
there. So, it’s a little vague right now, Jim 
[Jim Miklaszewski, NBC News], but any- 
thing that compels individuals to do some- 
thing against their will would of course con- 
cern me. 

i don’t want to overstate it, because we 
continue to get statements out of these vari- 


1257 





Aug. 16 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


ous representatives of Iraq—the Ambassa- 
dor to the U.N., for example—that these 
people in all countries will be permitted 
free passage or will not be harassed. But I 
saw the report, and thus, I must say I was 
concerned. 

Q. Following up on that: The Americans 
who are in Baghdad, I believe, are the ones 
who were taken from Kuwait. Today the 
American Embassy personnel were, for the 
first time, not allowed to go in and see 
them, and news people were thrown out. 
Isn’t it getting more dangerous for those 
Americans, and would there be anything 
that would—— 

The President. It gets more dangerous, I 
think, if I heighten the concern that I’ve 
already expressed. I have said that the other 
day, and I'll repeat it here. On the other 
hand, when you get reports of this nature, 
of course you’re concerned about them. 


President Saddam Hussein’s Open Letter 


Q. Mr. President, may I ask your reaction 
to the rather bellicose speech we heard 
today from Saddam Hussein in which, as 
you probably know, he called you a liar and 
vowed to send Americans home in body 
bags? 

The President. 1 really haven’t seen the 
speech. I’ve seen some excerpts—or the 
open letter, I think it was. I think it’s clear 
that what we need to do at this point is to 
enforce the international law. The state- 
ments at the United Nations from many 
countries really say it all, so there’s no point 
in me responding to the letter. Nobody has 
at least presented, so far, to me from that 
letter any concrete proposals to which I feel 
a necessity to respond. 


Economic Sanctions Against Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, what is the situation on 
the ground in Iraq and Kuwait? What’s 
going on with the sanctions? How are they 
working today compared to how they were 
working 2 days ago, say? 

The President. The sanctions against Iraq 
and Kuwait? I get the feeling that the sanc- 
tions just put into effect and just being put 
into effect are beginning to take hold. I 
would cite a very upbeat statement from 
President Ozal of Turkey in this regard. 

And so, there doesn’t appear to be any 
shipments of oil coming out of Iraq, and 
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that is very positive because I think 90 per- 
cent of their foreign exchange—I’m looking 
for help here—is based on petroleum. And 
so, I'd say that is a very encouraging step. 
And the other part of it has to be arms 
being interdicted, and everything, all across 
the board—foodstuffs, whatever it is. They 
have been penalized by the United Nations. 
Chapter 7 is seldom used, but it has been 
used now to bring these people to do what’s 
right. And I must say I’m encouraged with 
this concept of the world staying together 
and making these sanctions fully effective. 

Q. But is there evidence of their feeling 
it, though? 

The President. 1 can’t cite specific evi- 
dence. There was one little tidbit that we 
saw saying that—and again, I probably 
shouldn’t even go into the details of it at 
all—but anyway, it was a report that some 
of the bakers had been ordered to stop 
making confectionery goods, whatever it is, 
sweets and these things, and concentrate on 
the fundamentals, the staples. But knowing 
the economic situation in Iraq, I don’t think 
one can sustain true international isolation 
for long, especially when you depend on 
the outside world for a lot of your goods. 


Mobilization of U.S. Reserves 


Q. Did you call up or sign the order call- 
ing up the Reserves, and is that something 
you think you may have to call upon? 

The President. I’ve not signed anything 
on that. There’s some consideration. We 
have a Ready Reserve. We have a Reserve 
that I’ve been told by a couple of propo- 
nents of the Reserves they’re very eager to 
do their part. But no decision has been 
made in that regard. 


Persian Gulf Situation 


Q. Mr. President, your feeling now of the 
situation: Do you think the situation is stabi- 
lizing, or do you think the United States 
and Iraq are getting closer to war? 

The President. 1 don’t know that I can 
choose between the two options. But I do 
know that there is a determination on the 
part of so many countries to do something 
about redressing the grievances that I think 
it’s going to work. But I can’t say that it’s 
stabilized totally. I hope that the American 
presence and the presence of Arab forces 
and the presence of others—many others— 
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in Saudi Arabia and in those areas has less- 
ened the risk of further adventure on the 
part of Saddam Hussein. 


King Hussein I of Jordan 


Q. Is King Hussein in any way a go-be- 
tween the United States and Iraq? 

The President. 1 didn’t get the feeling. I 
read some reports, and now I’m wondering 
where they all came from because I’d read 
some previous reports indicating that the 
man was coming with a letter from Saddam 
Hussein. Some maybe printed it here, 
which I find hard to believe without any 
evidence. And so, I was wondering where 
all this was coming from. And I think I 
addressed myself to that question at the 
press conference—when was it, yesterday 
or the day before—where I said I didn’t 
know of that and that I—and I felt to 
myself—and whether I said it—is I think he 
might have mentioned to me if there was 
such a letter. 

But back to your question. There was no 
intermediary mission that I detected at all. I 
think he’d like to find some way to be help- 
ful, and he reiterated his interest of making 
everything in an Arab context. But I had an 
opportunity to tell him my views on the 
situation and to tell him that in spite of the 
differences that may have appeared to be 
grievous a week or so ago that, on the part 
of this President and I think of the United 
States entirely, we’d like to see better rela- 
tions. And I do think that his expressed will- 
ingness—again, expressed before he came 
here and then reiterated—to go forward on 
this international sanctions is something 
that will be widely appreciated here in the 
United States and, indeed, around the 
world. 

Q. Mr. President, did King Hussein give 
you assurances that Jordan would not allow 
Iraqi goods in and out of the port of Aqaba? 

The President. Yes. 


Iran-Iraq Relations 


Q. Mr. President, Iraq made some pretty 
significant peace overtures to Iran. Were 
you surprised by that? What do you know 
about it? How do you think it will affect the 
overall equation there? Are you concerned 
by it? 

The President. No, I’m not concerned at 
all by it, and I—surprised only in the fact 


that it seems to be acquiescing to all of 
Iran’s terms, something that Saddam Hus- 
sein has been unwilling to accept—not to- 
tally all of them. But I don’t know the 
effect of it. And I do know that Iran has 
expressed their indignation about the take- 
over of Kuwait by Iraq, and I see nothing 
that has changed that. I don’t know of any 
statement that leads me to be concerned 
that they’re going to reverse their position 
on that point. 

Q. You’re not concerned that Iran may 
throw in with Iraq? Or what does it tell you 
about Saddam Hussein’s position right now? 

The President. Well, I'm not concerned 
about the former, and I would simply let 
the facts and the evolution of events answer 
the last part because, you see, I don’t know 
that there’s been an agreement on all these 
points. I don’t think there has, that I know 
of. I don’t think it’s been fully, finally 
agreed—has it? 

Q. But if it comes to that, don’t you think 
he’s desperate, sir? 

The President. Well, that’s what you 
think. I’d rather just not speculate on that 
and just keep my eye on the ball, which is-- 
to just isolate—in conjunction with others— 
to isolate Iraq. 


Meeting With King Hussein I of Jordan 


Q. Back to King Hussein, Mr. President: 
You said that he agreed to cut off shipments 
to Iraq to the port of Aqaba, but he told us 
that he’s exploring with the United Nations 
what the sanctions mean. Did he tell you 
that everything would be cut off, including 
food, oil? 

The President. Let me ask Jim because I 
think he’d—let me ask the Secretary— 
lawyer, fine lawyer that he is, in addition to 
being a good Secretary of State—to answer 
that because he was the one that engaged 
the King in that particular discussion. 

Secretary Baker. 1 think what the King 
meant was that there is a provision in the 
sanctions that permits food for humanitari- 
an purposes, or some such language. And 
there’s really been no definition of exactly 
when that triggers and what that means, 
and the Government of Jordan is seeking 
some guidance from the United Nations on 
the subject. 

Q. Is that a loophole? 
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Secretary Baker. No, it’s not a loophole; 
it’s the way the sanctions were written by 
the United Nations when they voted 13-0 
to impose them. 

The President. Last one. 

Q. Are you satisfied that goods will no 
longer go through Jordan to Iraq? Are 
you 

The President. 1m not satisfied to total 
satisfaction on any point regarding the sanc- 
tions. I’m very encouraged that they look 
like they'll be effective. We’ve got to guard 
against cheaters. You’ve got to guard 
against people who, for economic gain, will 
try to violate these sanctions from whatever 
part of the world they come from, whatever 
country they come from. So, I can’t say I 
am satisfied. But what I am is encouraged 
that Jordan, prior to the King’s coming 
here, took this position. And I think that is 
something that is encouraging, and I think 
it might send a message to some who have 
been—around the world who need a little 
leadership in that regard. 

Thank you all very much. I know you 
have a deadline. It’s been a full day. 


Note: The President’s 57th news conference 
began at 5:08 p.m. at his home in Kenne- 
bunkport, ME. He met at his home with 
King Hussein I of Jordan at noon and with 
Foreign Minister Sa‘ud al-Faysal Al Sa‘ud 
of Saudi Arabia at approximately 3 p.m. 


Memorandum on Export-Import Bank 
Services for the German Democratic 
Republic 


August 17, 1990 
Presidential Determination No. 90-31 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination Under Section 
2(b\2) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945, as Amended—German Democratic 
Republic 


Pursuant to section 2(b\2) of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended, 12 
U.S.C. 635(b\2), I hereby determine that it 
is in the national interest for the Export- 
Import Bank of the United States to guaran- 
tee, insure, extend credit and participate in 
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the extension of credit in connection with 
the purchase or lease of any eligible prod- 
uct or service of U.S. origin by, for use in, 
or for sale or lease to the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





August 11 


Submarine Group 6, of the Charleston Naval 
Base, SC. In 1988 the group formed a partner- 
ship with area schools to enrich the educational 
experience of young people. Since its forma- 
tion, the initiative has expanded to include 40 
partnerships between Navy commands, civilian 
businesses, and organizations in the Charleston 
area and local schools. Volunteer military per- 
sonnel and community members tutor students 
in physics, biology, chemistry, and other sci- 
ences. They also support students who are at 
risk of dropping out of school, tutoring them in 
remedial reading and math. Submarine Group 
6 also sponsors and judges math and science 
fairs in area schools and offers computer in- 
struction to students. 


August 13 


Mountain Outreach, of Williamsburg, KY. More 
than 300 volunteers, many of them students at 
Cumberland College, build modest homes for 
low-income families. Each home costs Moun- 
tain Outreach $5,500 for materials, which is 
repaid by the new residents through a 30-year 
no-interest loan. So far, 44 homes have been 
built. In addition, Mountain Outreach collects 
toys and clothes throughout the year and dis- 
tributes them to families in need during the 
holiday season. 


August 14 


Janet Perreira, of Bakersfield, CA. In 1987 Ms. 
Perreira began serving as the volunteer coordi- 
nator for the Bureau of Land Management in 





central California, helping to maintain 560,000 
acres. Her volunteer duties include recruiting 
volunteers to work on land management 
projects and developing new volunteer assign- 
ments. She has recruited more than 250 volun- 
teers. Some of the projects Ms. Perreira has 
arranged include the construction of 10 miles 
of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, his- 
toric site restorations, campground mainte- 
nance, endangered species inventory, geology 
studies, and the development of public infor- 
mation brochures. In addition, Ms. Perreira 
participates in the projects directly, spending 
many hours working on the trails and lands. 


August 15 


Elizabeth Carter, of East Liverpool, OH. In 1965 
Ms. Carter founded the Tri-State Promoters 
Cultural and Creative Society, serving an area 
that extends throughout Ohio, West Virginia, 
and Pennsylvania. The society’s programs are 
located in Ms. Carter’s house and three other 
houses within her neighborhood. Each house 
operates a different program that addresses a 
specific community need. At the Music House, 
community members offer piano, organ, and 
other musical lessons free of charge to those 
who want to learn. The Children’s Clothing 
House serves as a site for collection and distri- 
bution of food and clothing. The Cultural and 
Creative House offers tutoring. And the Li- 
brary House provides a place for students to 
study after school. 


August 16 


Connecticut Hospice, Inc., of Branford, CT. The 
hospice seeks to provide a supportive environ- 
ment for the terminally ill and their families. 
Three hundred seventy-five volunteers care for 
over 1,800 patients and family members annu- 
ally. Volunteers provide patient care; assist fami- 
lies with home care; and contribute their skills 
in areas such as public speaking, gardening, 
carpentry, cooking, and transportation. 
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August 11 

In the afternoon, the President met at his 
home in Kennebunkport, ME, with Secre- 
tary of State James A. Baker III; John H. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President; and 
Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the President 
and Deputy for National Security Affairs, to 
discuss the Persian Gulf crisis and the 
recent NATO Foreign Ministers meeting. 


August 12 

President Bush had a telephone conversa- 
tion with President Hafiz al-Asad of Syria to 
discuss the Persian Gulf crisis. 


August 13 

In the morning, the President met at his 
home in Kennebunkport, ME, with John H. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President; 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy to the Chief of Staff; and 
Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the President 
and Deputy for National Security Affairs, 
for his daily intelligence briefing and to dis- 
cuss the Persian Gulf crisis. 

Later President Bush had a telephone 
conversation with President Carlos Andrés 
Pérez of Venezuela to discuss the Persian 
Gulf crisis and world oil supplies. 


August 14 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House and met with advisers 
to discuss the Federal budget. Later he met 
with Foreign Minister Sabah al-Ahmad al- 
Jabir Al Sabah of Kuwait to discuss the Per- 
sian Gulf crisis. 

The President appointed Representative 
Robert K. Dornan to be his personal repre- 
sentative at the international air show in 
Farnborough, England, on September 2-9. 


August 15 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with the Committee on New 
Drugs for Cancer and AIDS. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to his home in Kennebunkport, ME. 


August 16 

In the evening, the President attended a 
fundraising dinner in Kennebunkport, ME, 
for Vermont gubernatorial candidate Rich- 
ard Snelling. 
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August 17 

In the morning, the President met at his 

home in Kennebunkport, ME, with: 

—Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the 
President and Deputy to the Chief of 
Staff, and Robert M. Gates, Assistant to 
the President and Deputy for National 
Security Affairs, for his daily intelli- 
gence briefing; 

—Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices Louis W. Sullivan; C. Boyden Gray, 
Counsel to the President; and Constance 
B. Newman, Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management, to discuss civil 
rights legislation. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released August 14 


Fact sheet: 
The Federal budget negotiations 


Released August 15 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Todd W. Dillard to be U.S. 
Marshal for the Superior Court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia 


Advance text: 


Remarks to Department of Defense em- 
ployees 
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Released August 16 


Transcript: 

Remarks by King Hussein I of Jordan fol- 
lowing discussions with the President in 
Kennebunkport, ME 


Transcript: 

Remarks by Foreign Minister Sa‘ud al- 
Faysal Al Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia following 
discussions with the President in Kenne- 
bunkport, ME 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 14 


H.R. 4872 / Public Law 101-363 
National Advisory Council on the Public 
Service Act of 1990 


Approved August 15 


H.R. 76 / Public Law 101-364 

To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
to study the eligibility of the St. Marys 
River in the States of Florida and Georgia 
for potential addition to the wild and scenic 
rivers system 


H.R. 1159 / Public Law 101-365 
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic 
Trail Act 


H.R. 1199 / Public Law 101-366 
Department of Veterans Affairs Nurse Pay 
Act of 1990 


H.R. 4035 / Public Law 101-367 

To designate the Federal building located 
at 777 Sonoma Avenue in Santa Rosa, Cali- 
fornia, as the “John F. Shea Federal Build- 
ing 


H.R. 4273 / Public Law 101-368 
Tuberculosis Prevention Amendments of 
1990 





Approved August 15—Continued 


H.R. 4314 / Public Law 101-369 

To implement the Inter-American Conven- 
tion on International Commercial Arbitra- 
tion 


H.R. 5131 / Public Law 101-370 

To amend the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 
to extend the civil penalty assessment dem- 
onstration program, and for other purposes 


H.J. Res. 515 / Public Law 101-371 
Designating the week beginning September 
16, 1990, as “National Give Kids a Fighting 
Chance Week” 


HJ. Res. 554 / Public Law 101-372 
Designating January 6, 1991 through Janu- 
ary 12, 1991 as “National Law Enforcement 
Training Week” 


HJ. Res. 627 / Public Law 101-373 
Designating Labor Day weekend, Septem- 
ber 1 through September 3, 1990, as “Na- 
tional Drive for Life Weekend” 
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Approved August 15—Continued 


S. 2461 / Public Law 101-374 
Drug Abuse Treatment Waiting Period Re- 
duction Amendments of 1990 


S.J. Res. 248 / Public Law 101-375 
To designate the month of September 1990 
as “International Visitors’ Month” 


Approved August 17 


H.R. 3086 / Public Law 101-376 
Civil Service Due Process Amendments 


H.R. 3248 / Public Law 101-377 

To revise the boundary of Gettysburg Na- 
tional Military Park in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and for other purposes 


S. 666 / Public Law 101-378 
To enroll twenty individuals under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
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